
 

 

 
20 March 2020  
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Government information to parents: 20 March 2020 
 
As a country, we all need to do what we can to reduce the spread of the COVID-19 virus. That 
is why the government has given clear guidance on self-isolation, household isolation and 
social distancing.  

And the most recent scientific advice on how to further limit the spread of COVID-19 is clear. If 
children can stay safely at home, they should, to limit the chance of the virus spreading. 

That is why the government has asked parents to keep their children at home, wherever 
possible, and asked schools to remain open, only for those children who absolutely need to 
attend. 

Schools are, therefore, being asked to continue to provide care for a limited number of 
children - children who are vulnerable and children whose parents are critical to the 
COVID-19 response and cannot be safely cared for at home.  

Vulnerable children include children who are supported by social care, those with safeguarding 
and welfare needs, including child in need plans, on child protection plans, ‘looked after’ 
children, young carers, disabled children and those with education, health and care (EHC) 
plans. We know that schools will also want to support other children facing social difficulties 
and we will support head teachers to do so. 

Parents whose work is critical to the COVID-19 response, include those who work in health 
and social care and in other key sectors. Many parents working in these sectors may be able 
to ensure their child is kept at home. And every child who can be safely cared for at home 
should be. 

If workers think they fall within the critical categories, they should confirm with their employer 
that, based on their business continuity arrangements, their specific role is necessary for the 
continuation of this essential public service. 

If your work is critical to the COVID-19 response, or you work in one of the critical sectors listed 
below, and you cannot keep your child safe at home, then your children will be prioritised for 
education provision. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/children-with-special-educational-needs/extra-SEN-help
https://www.gov.uk/children-with-special-educational-needs/extra-SEN-help


 
 
 
 

If your school is closed then please contact your local authority, who will seek to redirect you 
to a local school in your area that your child, or children, can attend. 

We are grateful for the work of teachers and workers in educational settings for continuing to 
provide for the children of the other critical workers of our country. It is an essential part of our 
national effort to combat this disease. 

Response from school 

We ask parents to immediately inform the school if they believe they are a key worker 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-
parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers). 
Information is also on our school website. Please provide the information below and the school 
can then use that information to offer places based on our capacity, this may mean that our 
school will have to prioritise according to need. It is possible our school won’t be ready to 
provide the care required of them “in full” from Monday morning, and that we may need to start 
by offering places to a smaller group where the need is most urgent, for example, the children 
of A&E nurses and doctors.  
 
School will close on Friday and if you are an eligible keyworker then you will be notified when 
it will reopen for your child to provide the care provision offered for certain pupils 
alongside further details. Only families with an offer of a place should attend the school as we 
need to ensure appropriate staffing levels are planned for.  
 
Please respond to keywork@foxford.coventry.sch.uk with the following information: 

 
If you have been contacted by the school already please do not respond. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Mrs A Gallagher 
Acting Headteacher 

Student Name:  

Year:  

Tutor Group:  

Key worker role (e.g. nurse, police)  

Are both parents key workers? Yes/No 

Full or part time (please specify days 
required)   

https://www.gov.uk/find-local-council
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
mailto:keywork@foxford.coventry.sch.uk

