
 

 

 
 
 
18 March 2020  
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Re: Coronavirus update / Learning on Firefly for students in Year 10 
 
I am writing to you regarding the closure of Foxford Community School.  
 
Consequently, in the interests of being prepared and ensuring that our students are not 
adversely affected, I would like to inform you of our plans. Any closure, just like any absence 
from school, will potentially damage your child’s education – however, our approach will help 
to limit this. It is therefore vital that you discuss this with your child and support them with our 
plans for learning from home.  Year 10 students need to continue their preparation for their 
mock exams. 
 
We ask that all parents check they are able to login to FIREFLY. https://foxford.fireflycloud.net 
If you are unable to login, then go to http://www.foxfordschool.co.uk/2020/02/05/parent-firefly-
launched/. Teachers will be setting work for your child through FIREFLY. We have checked 
that all students are able to access FIREFLY. 
 
We expect students to follow their timetable, so please follow guidelines for subjects on the 
following page and check both subject and individual Firefly pages for specific tasks set by 
their teacher. For example, if they have Maths period 1 then spend one hour doing Maths in 
the morning: if you have English period 2 then spend one hour doing English etc. 
 
We also expect students to be accessing the following online resources: 
 

• GCSE Pod for a range of subjects (www.gcsepod.com or via the student app) 

• Hegarty Maths and Pinpoint 

• Tassomai for Science 

All students will be issued with an exercise book and some stationery, if needed, in order to 
support them with completing work. On their return to school, we expect all students to hand 
their completed work to their tutor. 

 
 
 

 
 

https://foxford.fireflycloud.net/
http://www.foxfordschool.co.uk/2020/02/05/parent-firefly-launched/
http://www.foxfordschool.co.uk/2020/02/05/parent-firefly-launched/
http://www.gcsepod.com/


Year 10  
 
Maths  
 
All students in year 10 have access to www.hegartymaths.com; Teachers have provided a 
number of tasks for revision. Please do not forget to watch the videos!  
In case you do not remember your password, contact your maths teacher for help. 
 
A number of separate tasks based on work covered in lessons are also available as attachment 
on firefly.   
 
GCSE Practice Papers (12 Exam Papers) are also available on firefly to revise for after Easter 
Mocks. 
 

English 
 
For each literature lesson missed students must revise literature texts on an area they feel they 
need more practice using the resources on Firefly. A Christmas Carol and Power and Conflict 
and unseen poetry resources are all available for consolidating their understanding.  Also an 
exam practice question should also be attempted at least once a week for 50 minutes. 
For each language lesson missed students must revise and practise the skills needed for Paper 
1 and Paper 2 by accessing the revision materials on Firefly and GCSE Pod on an area they feel 
they need to practice by reviewing the mock exams they have taken this year.  Also an exam 
practice question should also be attempted at least once a week. 
 
Students can revise in the following ways: 
 
• Watch the GCSE pods for A Christmas Carol 
• Watch the pods for language paper 1 and paper 2 
• Work through the poetry support booklet on Firefly 
• Complete Paper 1 or Paper 2 practise papers 
• Make revision cards for key quotes for key characters from A Christmas Carol including: 

Scrooge, Fred, Bob, the ghosts, the Fezziwigs and Belle. Active revision techniques to 
use when accessing guides and revision resources on Firefly: 

• Summarise information 
• Trying to remember key quotes from all Staves in A Christmas Carol and from the Power 

and Conflict poems.  
• Researching how Victorian England influenced Charles Dickens and his writing of A 

Christmas Carol. 
• Organise information into different categories or a hierarchy. 
• Writing exam practise answers times and under exam conditions. 

Science 

Students are to continue working on their current GCSE topic. 
 
Links to these have been provided on Firefly. 
They can use their login to Kerboodle to access the textbooks that we use in class. 
 
Teachers will set individual class tasks via Firefly. 
 
 

http://www.hegartymaths.com/
http://www.kerboodle.com/


History 

Students are currently finishing the course on Elizabethan England. We have placed extracts 
on the system for information for students. The advice will be to use these to continue the 
reading at a rate of one chapter a week and to make notes. Attached to each are past exam 
questions and one of these questions should be completed for each chapter that has been 
finished. 

Geography 
 
Revision booklets for the last 2 units that have been studied are on Firefly, students should work 
through these.   
 
All of the resources for the course are available on Firefly which will support students with the 
tasks that they need to complete. 

Spanish 
 
Students can review the past papers they completed so far this year in Y10  focussing in 
particular on the reading and also the additional resources that can be found on 
Firefly/Spanish/Year 10.  
 
In addition, there is work that has been set on the Firefly homework page with instructions of how 
to access the 'intermediate' work on Linguascope with all log in and password information. Each 
student has a revision and activity book and must complete all of the KS3 revision activities. 
 
Design Technology 
 
In order to allow students to continue to make progress in D&T in light of the current school 
closure please find below the expectations: 
• Via Firefly, students can access an example exam paper and mark scheme they can work 

through. Online resources such as technologystudent.com should be used to help research 
and deepen understanding in certain areas. 

• There are a number of workbooks on Firefly based around the impact that D&T has on our 
everyday lives that students can work through. These topics form a significant part of the 
written exam at the end of the course. 

• Students should also continue with the development of their 3D sketching using the tutorials 
on sketch-a-day.com. 

Sport 
 
Students should use the resources available on the Year 10 Sport resource page to consolidate 
their learning and prepare for their upcoming exam. There are downloadable task sheets and a 
practice exam paper for students to complete along with YouTube topic videos and GCSE Pods 
to complete. 
 
Health and Social 
 
Students should work through the resources for their first assignment for Component 2 which 
are available on the Year 10 Health & Social Care resource page. They can begin work on their 
assignment using the assignment brief that will be assigned to students directly on Firefly and 
this needs to be completed by the submission date provided in the assigned task. 



Business Studies 
 
R065 Design a Business Proposal is being marked and improvements can be made to all four 
learning objectives. The checklists have all been shared with students. They are then to complete 
and finish their R065 up to least LO3. 
  
All of the R065 LO3 resources are in the Firefly learning portal with all the instructions and 
checklists so that you can complete as fully as you can.  
 
Music 
 
The work will be focused on The Music Industry. Work and research through the workbook as 
this will help support your learning in preparation for your exam in Year 11 and also the 
completion of other pieces of coursework as part of your BTEC. 

Art 
 
Students are working on their coursework sketchbooks.  
Students can access a power point on Firefly that has clear instructions and examples of what 
students need to be working on. 
 
Performing Arts 
 
Performing Arts students can access on Firefly the Unit 1 presentation task to be completed and 
the Unit 1 research journal (both drama and dance) to be completed.  
 
IT 
 
Please go to https://foxford.fireflycloud.net/ict-1/ict-work which will inform all students of their 
tasks 

 
Please continue to follow the DFE and NHS guidance regarding possible infection and self-
isolation. Our school will continue to provide updates via email and our website, so check 
regularly for updates. Thank you for your continued support during these unusual 
circumstances. 
 
Yours faithfully   
 
 
 
 
Mrs A Gallagher 
Acting Headteacher 
 
 

https://foxford.fireflycloud.net/ict-1/ict-work

