
 

 

 
 
 
18 March 2020  
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Re: Coronavirus update / Learning on Firefly for students in Year 7, 8 and 9 
 
I am writing to you regarding the closure of Foxford Community School.  
 
Consequently, in the interests of being prepared and ensuring that our students are not 
adversely affected, I would like to inform you of our plans. Any closure, just like any absence 
from school, will potentially damage your child’s education – however, our approach will help 
to limit this. It is therefore vital that you discuss this with your child and support them with our 
plans for learning from home.  
 
We ask that all parents check they are able to login to FIREFLY. https://foxford.fireflycloud.net 
If you are unable to login, then go to http://www.foxfordschool.co.uk/2020/02/05/parent-firefly-
launched/. Teachers will be setting work for your child through FIREFLY. We have checked 
that all students are able to access FIREFLY. 
 
We expect students to follow their timetable, so please follow guidelines for subjects on the 
following page and check both subject and individual Firefly pages for specific tasks set by 
their teacher. For example, if they have Maths period 1 then spend one hour doing Maths in 
the morning: if you have English period 2 then spend one hour doing English etc. 
 
All students will be issued with an exercise book and some stationery, if needed, in order to 
support them with completing work. On their return to school, we expect all students to hand 
their completed work to their tutor. 
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Year 8 
 
Maths  
 
All students in year 8 have access to www.hegartymaths.com; Teachers have provided a 
number of tasks for revision. Please do not forget to watch the videos!  
 
In case you do not remember your password, contact your maths teacher for help. 
 
A number of separate tasks based on work covered in lessons are also available as attachment 
on Firefly.   
 
English 
 
Students can continue to consolidate their progress in English by reading their AR book and by 
reading a range of non-fiction and fiction at home. For each lesson missed students must 
complete a task from one of the booklets in the ‘English – Year 8’ that is on Firefly.  
 
There are 3 booklets to choose from all designed to consolidate both reading and writing skills. 
Usually, these booklets would be given as home learning tasks so each task is built into weekly 
blocks. From the 3 booklets it would be advised that students complete all of the weekly tasks 
within the same week. For example, during week 1 of absence they need to complete task 1 in 
each of the booklets, week 2 task 2 etc. This should be 3-4 hours learning time and students can 
read their Accelerated Reader books to ensure they are up to the expected 4 hours learning per 
week.  
 
The booklets available on Firefly are: 

• Creative Writing Yr8 
• English home learning Yr8 
• Year 8 reading and writing task booklet 

 
Science 
 
Students are to continue working on their current topic. Additional worksheets can be found on 
Firefly. 
 
Links to the relevant sections of BBC KS3 Bitesize have been provided on Firefly and Students 
should make notes from these. 
 
Furthermore, teachers will set individual class tasks via Firefly. 
 
History 
 
This module is on the Establishment of the British Empire and the Implications of the Expansion 
Across the World. Lessons are on Firefly. 

Geography 
 
Students should study the Cold Environments unit. Students have not yet started the unit so 
this will be new to them but there is lots of support. There is a range of power-points that 
include information and activities to complete. There are also additional task sheets that can be 
completed which are the word documents. The documents are in the correct order for students 
to complete. This unit would normally take 6 weeks of teaching time at two hours per week. 
Work can be completed in students home learning exercise books or using ICT.  

http://www.hegartymaths.com/


Spanish 
 
There is a sheet on the Firefly Spanish resources page with Linguascope activities on the 
website, log in and password instructions are on the sheet. 
 
All instructions are on the sheet and there is work to be done each week. 

Design Technology 
 
Students can develop their 3D sketching skills further using sketch-a-day.com and following the 
tutorials. This will develop their sketching, designing and presentation skills which will be used 
across the Design and Technology curriculum.  
To increase their independent study further, technologystudent.com is a very useful resource 
that is easy for students to navigate and deepen their knowledge and understanding of the topics 
covered in school as well as the wider curriculum. 
 
 
PE 
 
Students can access their Home Learning Project on their year group page of the Sport page. 
Students should complete the task appropriate to their pathway: 
(Foundation/Developing/Securing/Excellence). 
  
Once completed they should attempt the next higher pathway task. Students should also 
maintain their activity levels by completing the daily exercise challenge which is on the same 
page as the projects. 
 
Art 
 
Students can access on Firefly the Cubisum Art project which has research and creative tasks 
to complete. 

Music 
 
There is a selection of worksheets focusing on the topics covered; Blues and Popular Music.  
Complete the worksheets regarding organising a music festival. 
 
IT 
 
Please go to https://foxford.fireflycloud.net/ict-1/ict-work which will inform all students of their 
tasks 

Performance 

Dance students can access on Firefly ‘Gumboot/stomp’ topic related tasks to complete.  

Drama students can access on Firefly ‘Terrible Fate of Humpty Dumpty’ topic related tasks to 
complete.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://foxford.fireflycloud.net/ict-1/ict-work


Please continue to follow the DFE and NHS guidance regarding possible infection and self-
isolation. Our school will continue to provide updates via email and our website, so check 
regularly for updates. Thank you for your continued support during these unusual 
circumstances. 
 
Yours faithfully   
 
 
 
 
Mrs A Gallagher 
Acting Headteacher 
 
 


